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Management and Sharing of Research Data Policy

• Effective 01 January 2020

• Requires Data Management Plan (DMP) submission as specified within call guidance

• The DMP will outline how the data for a specific project will be collected, organised, stored, 

backed-up, preserved, shared, archived and disposed

• Current HRB DMP Template aligned to Science Europe DMP Template

Requirements:
• Host Institutions must sign a declaration that DMPs for research projects have been completed in 

partnership with an Institutional Data Steward or equivalent
• The initial DMP and signed declaration must be submitted to the HRB as a first deliverable 
• A final updated version of the DMP must be submitted with the final report
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DMP what is it?

DMP help researchers to:

• Make informed decisions

• Avoid duplication, data loss and security breaches 

• Develop procedures early on for consistency

• Ensure data are accurate, complete, reliable and secure

• Plan to share data and increase impact

DMPs state what data will be created and how, and outline the plans for 
sharing, storage and preservation, noting what is appropriate given the 
nature of the data and any restrictions that may need to be applied”
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HRB DMP International Review 2024

Purpose 

• Previous postal review in 2021 identified very low quality DMPs across 
awards 

• Results fed back + engagement with institutional data stewards/community 

• Policy requires DMP submission plus certification from HI Data Steward 
(Initial draft + final version)

• Re-assess quality of DMPs to influence any necessary updates or changes to 
our policy
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Panel Members 

• Dr Christiana McMahon, Research Data Support Officer, University College London 

• Mr Matt Mahon, Research Information Officer, University of Glasgow 

• Dr Gemma Marsden, Open Research Specialist, Cranfield University 

• Ms Sarah Stewart, Research Data Manager, St. George’s, University of London 

DMP International Panel
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DMP Assessment Criteria 

1. Data Description & Collection or Re-Use of Existing Data 

2. Documentation & Data Quality 

3. Storage & Backup During The Research Process

4. Legal & Ethical Requirements, Codes of Conduct 

5. Data Sharing & Long-term Preservation 

6. Data Management Responsibilities & Resources & Feasibility 
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DMP Scoring 

Scoring Range: 
1-Poor, 2-Average, 3-Good, 4-Excellent

• Score 4 would be 5-6/6 areas marked sufficient, excellent quality; no changes required
• Score 3 would be 4/6 areas marked sufficient, good quality, some minor areas for 

improvement
• Score 2 would be 3/6 areas marked sufficient, average quality and several areas for 

improvement
• Score 1 would be 1-2/6 areas marked sufficient, poor quality and significant areas for 

improvement
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Review Summary

Section 1 - Data Description & Collection

Strengths:

 Data types & methodology well-described  

 Clear rationale for data use in some plans  

 Reuse of existing data mentioned  

Areas for Improvement:

 Justification for new data collection often unclear  

 Data format (open/proprietary) not always specified  

 Level/type of data sometimes vague  

Section 2 – Documentation & Data Quality 

Strengths:  

 Strong documentation & version control in some plans  

 Metadata standards occasionally addressed

  

Areas for Improvement:

 Metadata standards often undefined

 Quality control measures lack detail  

 Long-term data quality maintenance unclears  
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Review Summary

Section 3 – Storage & Backup

Strengths:

 Backup strategies described (e.g., centralized systems)  

 Some plans highlight secure storage  

Areas for Improvement:

 Backup processes lack clarity 

 Risks with personal device storage  

 Encryption for external drives rarely mentioned 

Section 4 – Legal & Ethical Requirements 

Strengths:

 GDPR compliance frequently addressed  

 Ethical approval & anonymization noted  

Areas for Improvement:

 Ethical processes lack practical details  

 Anonymization methods unclear  

 Protocol change management vague 
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Review Summary 

Section 5 – Data Sharing & Preservation

Strengths:

 Repositories & DOIs mentioned  

 Some clear preservation plans  

Areas for Improvement:

 FAIR data principles not fully addressed

 Long-term archiving plans vague

Section 6 – Data Management Responsibilities

Strengths:

 Roles/responsibilities often defined  

 Institutional oversight mentioned  

Areas for Improvement:

 PI’s role in management unclear  

 Costing/resources lack detail
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Recommendations 

• Panel & HRB recommended no changes to current policy
-Continue requesting DMPs(initial + final) and signed declaration

• HRB to enhance our DMP template with further guidance

• Continue engaging with HIs/data stewards

• Actively follow-up with grant holders regarding DMPs pending submission

• Conduct another review in the future 
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DMP@hrb.ie

RDM Policy

•Applicant follow RDM policy and Call Guidance which specify DMP requirements and answer RDM related questions at 
application stage

•Mandatory DMP submission at 3-6 months from project start date

•Submit Final/Update version DMP at the end of the Grant 

DMP Collection

• DMP submitted to HRB DMP inbox (DMP@hrb.ie) all grants expect DIFA 

• DMP downloaded from email submission

• DMP linked to the grant folder on GEMS

DMP Monitoring 
& Review 

• Not reviewing all DMPs

• Will review a sample as appropriate

HRB DMP Management

mailto:DMP@hrb.ie
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Updated HRB DMP template

Based on the Science Europe Template 

Section 1 
Data Description & Collection or Re-use of Existing Data 
Section 2 
Documentation & Data Quality 
Section 3 
Storage & Backup During The Research Process
Section 4 
Legal & Ethical Requirements, Codes of Conduct
Section 5
Data Sharing & Long-term Preservation
Section 6 
Data Management Responsibilities & Resources 



hrb.ie

New HRB DMP template 
New HRB DMP Guidance 
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New HRB DMP template
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HRB DMP template

New template and DMP 
declaration form can be 
found in the HRB website: 

https://www.hrb.ie/funding/grant-
management/reporting/ 

https://www.hrb.ie/funding/grant-management/reporting/
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/grant-management/reporting/
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