CES 2023
[image: HRB Logo
]
[bookmark: _Toc25490853][bookmark: _Toc25484477]
Conferenece and Events Sponsorship Scheme 2023
Successful applications

Grouped alphabetically by host institution, then event title.

1. Evidence-based approaches for innovation in patient-centred care models in Ireland
Name of applicant: Dr Richeal Burns
Host Institution: Atlantic Technological University
Date of event: 19-20 June 2023
The conference will focus on evidence-based approaches for embedding innovation into new models of care that are patient-centred in Ireland. Patient-centred models of care mean the patients and their carers are involved in the process planning, implementation, and audit of how their illness is managed. These types of models give patients and carer’s a voice and assist with enhancing patient empowerment, leading to better disease management and improved quality of life. The two-day conference seeks to bring together all stakeholders in the delivery of healthcare in Ireland to strengthen national networks of health researchers across the country by providing an opportunity to showcase contemporary, evidence-based research in innovative practices, understand the scope of current health research activity, foster an ethos of collaboration and integration and develop future research agenda for improving health practices and healthcare delivery by moving to a patient-centred approach. This two-day conference delivered both in-person and online, will include applied skills workshops for interested researchers/ clinical professionals and members of patient and carer groups, providing an opportunity to upskill in contemporary research practices in healthcare. An early career research session will afford junior researchers the opportunity to present work-in-progress and get valuable feedback from a panel of experts as well as from representatives of the patient and public community. The second day of the conference will be dedicated to current research in innovation in patient-centred care models and will include leading experts giving keynote presentations as well as thematic sessions from leaders across the Island of Ireland. The conference will also include patient representatives giving perspectives on challenges experienced in the delivery of care across Ireland. Our goal is to develop a successful, inclusive and multidisciplinary health conference for an audience of academics, clinicians, allied healthcare professionals, decisions makers and patients, their carers and the general public.

2. The Science of Dementia for the Non-Scientist - An exploration of dementia and the brain
Applicant name: Dr Vanessa Moore
Host Institution: Dementia Research Network Ireland
Date of event: Early 2024
Lay summary: The focus of this event is to present the science of dementia to non-scientists, in order to build the understanding of the basic science of dementia. The event will be hosted by Dementia Research Network Ireland (DRNI) together with the Alzheimer Society of Ireland (ASI).
Dementia is an umbrella term for diseases of the brain with similar characteristics. There are numerous types of dementia and their symptoms, physiological expressions, and trajectory can be complex and specific and the science behind it dense and highly specialised. This conference will bring together the research community across the island of Ireland to explain the science of dementia to an audience who while perhaps living with dementia, or researching or working in the field of dementia, would like to learn more about the biological and scientific ‘nuts and bolts’ of dementia.
There are two target audiences for this national conference: the dementia research community, and people with dementia and their family/carers, across the island of Ireland. The dementia research community includes those involved in clinical, basic and social science research, both early career researchers and more established researchers. It also includes healthcare professionals, and other stakeholders such as policymakers.
The conference will allow these two target groups to hear experts in their field talk about key areas of understanding in a way that will inform and deepen the understanding of dementia, and also de-mystify some of the more complex areas. To ensure that the conference will be beneficial and appropriate to those attending, we will create an advisory group to advise us throughout the planning stages of the conference. This group will include persons with dementia, family carers, research representatives, healthcare professionals, and stakeholders such as the National Dementia Office.

3. Partnerships in Practice: Family Carers Ireland’s Annual Research Conference 2023
Name of applicant: Dr Nikki Dunne
Host Institution: Family Carers Ireland
Date of event: 6 December 2023
Lay summary: This half day event is a knowledge-exchange seminar that facilitates the exchange of learning amongst stakeholders with an interest in the caring sector. In particular, through a focus on research that Family Carers Ireland (FCI) has supported, the event demonstrates the value of partnership in practice. It will be hosted by FCI with presentations and panel discussions contributed from staff, carers and research partners.
Why we want to do it:
FCI has held two successful online research events that have established a community of stakeholders with an interest in carer-related research. At the 2022 event, there was agreement amongst the 60+ attendees that an in person event in 2023 would nurture this growing network, deepening awareness of carer-related research and translation into impact.
Aims:
· Build understanding and awareness of research outcomes and share knowledge gained from research projects to inform policy and everyday practice that affects family carers.
· Show examples of good practice in Public and Patient Involvement.
· Foster networking and collaboration between a wide variety of stakeholders.
· Develop understanding of the challenges of making research relevant in real life and how to overcome these.
Achieving Aims:
In this event, we will use presentations, panel discussions and networking opportunities to showcase creative ways of developing partnership and translating research into practice. As per FCI’s two previous research events, this event will bring together carers, practitioners, researchers and other stakeholders to share knowledge and build capacity for translating research into impact. Carers from FCI's PPI panel will be involved in organising the event.
Target Audience:
· The carer-related research community (including early career researchers)
· Practitioners working with family carers
· Policy-makers
· Family Carers
Dissemination:
The presentations will be made available in pdf form on the FCI website. Conference proceedings will be published, outlining the key learnings, and areas for further collaboration. 

4. Inaugural conference in Adult Safeguarding
Name of applicant: Professor Amanda Phelan
Host Institution: Trinity College Dublin
Date of event: end of 2023/early 2024
Lay summary: Adult safeguarding in Ireland has been an increasing public health issue since undercover filming (Leas Cross, 2005; Aras Attracta, 2014) exposed poor care practices in residential care settings. Similar to other countries, abuse of adults in any setting continues to be recognised as a human rights issue and has both immediate and long-term negative effects on adults at risk. In 2021, there were 11,604 concerns disclosed to the HSE Adult Safeguarding services and these are only a proportion of what happens in reality as many are not reported. Consequently, there is an urgent need to ensure strong responses are in place to maximise protection for adults at risk.
This international conference will be the first in Ireland and one of the few internationally to enable professionals, policy makers, non-governmental agencies, financial institutions and regulatory bodies to meet to consider best inter-sector practices and gaps in current abuse prevention and intervention approaches. The conference will facilitate a national and international platform for sharing innovative responses and evidenced-based research as well as providing opportunities for networking. This will include how other countries prevent and manage cases, how we can change cultures to make people aware of safeguarding issues, good practices in collaboration and engagement and how policy and legislation works/should work to safeguard adults at risk.
To support the international conference and simulate further collaboration, engagement and rotation of biennial adult safeguarding conferences internationally, an international committee with inter-sectorial representatives from the US, Canada, United Kingdom has been convened. The conference will accommodate 230 people face to face with a capacity for 500 virtually. Conference material will be made freely available on the School of Nursing & Midwifery "Events" page to maximise impact.

5. Measuring Outcomes of Social Prescribing 
Name of applicant: Dr Deirdre Connolly
Host Institution: Trinity College Dublin
Date of event: 23 June 2023
Lay summary: Social Prescribing (SP) is a non-medical community-based service that links people with health-promoting activities and support services in their local community. SP is usually delivered by link workers who meet with individuals to identify their activity and/or support needs. Following this, the link worker either provides information to the individual on how and where to access suitable activities in their community (e.g. exercise programmes, education, counseling services) and, if necessary, will accompany the person to their preferred activity/support service.
Different models of SP exist in Ireland therefore the SP process varies based on the environment/organisation in which SP services are located. Services currently delivering SP include community-based organisations, GP Practices, Hospitals, Universities etc. The focus of, and rationale for, setting up services differ, as do the social and health needs of individuals attending services.
Due to the recent expansion of SP services there is a need for a common and rigorous approach to evaluation of SP. A recent systematic review concluded that evidence is lacking on the effectiveness of SP in improving individuals’ health and well-being. The review concluded that further research is needed to identify core components of SP, and anticipated outcomes based on the population for whom services are designed. The purpose therefore of this workshop is to bring together key SP stakeholders in the island of Ireland including individuals who manage SP services, individuals who attend SP and those involved in evaluating SP services. These stakeholders will be invited to identify core components of SP, regardless of context of delivery and agree on suitable evaluation approaches to measure outcomes of SP. This is the first phase in developing a collaborative all-Ireland programme of research for testing the effectiveness of SP. Recommendations from this workshop will be shared through information events, social media and a SP Evaluation report.


6. Priorities for future research on tapering psychiatric medicines: A collaborative workshop involving people with lived experience, family members, and healthcare professionals
Name of applicant: Dr Cathal Cadogan
Host Institution: Trinity College Dublin
Date of event: Spring 2024
Lay summary: A growing number of people with experience of mental health problems want to reduce and stop their use of psychiatric medicines, such as antidepressants and anti-anxiety tablets. There are many reasons for this ranging from side-effects to people feeling that the medicine is no longer needed. Tapering is the recommended process for reducing and stopping psychiatric medicines. It involves gradually decreasing the dose over time to reduce the risk of withdrawal symptoms. However, there are many questions/uncertainties about this process. We think it is important that future research focuses on questions/uncertainties that matter to key stakeholders (people with lived experience of taking and/or stopping these medicines, family members/carers, healthcare professionals).
The purpose of this event is to produce a Top 10 list of priorities for future research on tapering psychiatric medicines. We will do this by bringing together a panel of 25 key stakeholders for a collaborative workshop. An independent chairperson will run the workshop and make sure that all stakeholders’ voices are heard. During the workshop, a list of unanswered questions/uncertainties about tapering psychiatric medicines will be presented and discussed. This list is based on our previous research involving an online survey of almost 1000 key stakeholders. The workshop attendees will work together to discuss and rank the importance of the questions/uncertainties and agree on a list of priorities for future research.
A summary report and lay summary of the list of priorities for future research will be shared with a wide range of target audiences. These will include international organisations representing each key stakeholder group, research funders, and policy makers. The report will be published on our project website (www.tapersafer.org) with a short video summary to ensure the findings reach a wider audience. An article will be published in a peer-reviewed research journal that is free to access.

7. Creating Connections: A Dravet Syndrome Ireland - FutureNeuro Alliance
Name of applicant: Professor Norman Delanty
Host Institution: RCSI
Date of event: 10 June 2023
Lay summary: This event is being hosted on June 10 2023, by Dravet Syndrome Ireland and the SFI FutureNeuro Research Centre for chronic and rare neurological diseases, with the support of Dublin Sports Partnership, Sports Inclusion Disability Officer (SIDO). The purpose of the event is to bring families and caregivers affected by Dravet Syndrome or other complex genetic epilepsies together with FutureNeuro researchers and clinicians for a day of learning, information, informal networking and children’s fun activities. By co-hosting the event with FutureNeuro, Dravet Syndrome Ireland will strengthen their relationship with clinicians and researchers working in the area of epilepsy. The format of the event is designed to strengthen the community of families living with Dravet Syndrome and other complex genetic epilepsies in Ireland and contribute to a shared agenda for prioritization of research and clinical care.
It is often very difficult for parents of children with complex epilepsies to travel to educational events specific to complex epilepsy due to the care needs of their children and the rare nature of their conditions. This event will give parents and caregivers the opportunity to hear about the latest treatments and current research in complex genetic epilepsies while enjoying a day out with all the family. Equally, clinicians and researchers will hear of the lived experiences of families with Dravet Syndrome. 
The event will support accompanying children with complex epilepsies and their siblings by providing fun inclusive activities for all the family throughout the day. The event will include talks by clinicians and researchers, discussions with parents and caregivers, shared lunch and children’s activities such as professional magic show, movie time and movement activities. 
The outputs, outcomes and impacts of the event will be shared on social media channels with a reflective case study hosted on both the Dravet Syndrome Ireland and FutureNeuro websites.

8. iPASTAR Conference - Achieving better outcomes from integrated pathways of care for acute stroke and rehabilitation
Applicant name: Professor David William
Host Institution: RCSI
Event date: Spring 2024
Lay summary: What is iPASTAR?
iPASTAR (Improving Pathways for Acute STroke And Rehabilitation) is a Structured Doctoral Training Programme funded by the HRB with four PhD scholars. The focus is to develop better care pathways from acute hospital care to rehabilitation in the community and living well after stroke.
What are we doing and why? 
Our research programme is informed by the experience of Irish stroke survivors who identified the challenges that they and their families face following stroke. These challenges included their initial care in hospital, difficulties when they were discharged from hospital and accessing rehabilitation. They described a lack of access to ongoing therapy and their difficulties in living, ageing well and leading a healthy lifestyle after stroke. We continue to work with our Public and Patient Involvement (PPI) group. Our team include stroke champions and their voices are central to the research projects to ensure a clear focus on stroke patient priorities
Why are we having this national conference?
The focus of iPASTAR is on improving pathways of stroke care. Our work to codesign and improve the stroke care pathway is evidence based, conducted across the country, and has strong PPI input and codesign elements that are relevant for anyone who has experienced stroke or is involved in delivery or development of care after stroke. The iPASTAR programme is already providing evidence to support the development of patient-focused interventions to improve patient care and outcomes from stroke. We wish to strengthen the iPASTAR dissemination activities by arranging a new national conference in 2024, at which we will share our findings with key stakeholders, including stroke survivors, stroke multidisciplinary teams in hospital and community settings, the national stroke advocacy agencies, policy makers and planners, researchers and clinicians; share knowledge, increase collaboration and discuss stroke strategy and policy for Ireland.

9. Building Connections workshop series 
Applicant name: Ms Edel Murphy
Host Institution: University of Galway
Date of event: 9 February 2024 (main event)
Lay summary: Building Connections workshop series
Dates: Workshops series in Autumn 2023 and a main event, An Meitheal, 21 October 2023
Venues: Venues at 3 community organisations (Dublin & Galway), An Meitheal at community venue, Dublin
Why?
Research is often done on communities rather than with communities. The PPI Ignite Network delivers PPI (public and patient involvement) training and support to enable researchers to conduct research with communities. Over 80% of this training and support is delivered to researchers and students within Universities. The Network's Equality Diversity and Inclusion Strategy and members of the Network's Public Advisory Board (PAB) both emphasise the urgent need to build PPI capacity among the public and in particular, in marginalised communities. to enable them to develop meaningful partnerships with researchers.
In this proposal, the term "community" includes both community-based organisations (eg a family resource centre) and patient charities.
How?
We (the PPI Ignite Network national office and members of the Network's Public Advisory Board) will work with three communities and three postgraduate researchers to develop the capacities and skills required to build a relationship and to co-create research questions of interest to all involved, by:
1. Co-designing a customizable series of 3 workshops, Building Connections, and facilitating these workshops with each community-researcher partnership, to build a partnership and to identify and prioritize a research question of interest to the partnership, which will then be the focus of the postgraduate research study.
2. Bringing together the three community/researcher partnerships into one central event, An Meitheal, to share their experiences and learnings with each other and with other PPI contributors and postgraduate researchers.
3. Evaluating the Building Connections programme and sharing the evaluation summary and workshop templates, utilising the PPI Ignite Network's online Resource hub and other Network connections and communication channels.

10. Staphylococcus Great Britain and Ireland 2023
Applicant name: Dr Merve Suzan Zeden
Host Institution: University of Galway
Event date: 22-23 June 2023
Lay summary: This biannual event, which has been running for over 20 years, brings together the research community in Ireland, Northern Ireland and the UK working on all aspects of Staphylococcal Diseases. Staphylococci, including MRSA, are leading causes of bacterial infection in both hospitals and the community. New antibiotic development has not been able to keep pace with the emergence of so-called antibiotic-resistant superbugs (including MRSA) creating a silent antibiotic resistance pandemic and a 2016 UK-government commissioned report has warned that, without intervention, infections caused by antibiotic-resistant pathogens will be responsible for more deaths than cancer in 2050. MRSA alone ranks as the 6th most common cause of bacterial infection and #1 in terms of mortality, despite most patients being treated with currently available anti-staphylococcal drugs.
The major goal of StaphGBI 2023 will be to provide early career researchers with the opportunity to share their discoveries with an audience of their peers and leading Staphylococcal researchers. In addition, this event plays a crucial roles in fostering new collaborations in the Staphylococcal research community and augmenting existing collaborative links. StaphGBI 2023 will be divided into 6 sessions ranging from genomics to clinical microbiology and new therapeutics. There will be one invited keynote speaker, Prof Vinai Thomas, from the University of Nebraska Medical Centre, Omaha. This workshop will be hosted by the University of Galway, where accommodation will be made available to the approximately 100 delegates expected to attend. The Organising committee is chaired by Dr Merve Zeden and Prof Jim O'Gara, who are joined by collaborator Prof Eoghan O'Neill, RCSI and members of O'Gara group members Dr Rakesh Roy, Aaron Nolan, Orla Burke and Chloe Hobbs. The Organising Committee will select the oral and poster presentations from submitted abstracts. All delegates who submit an abstract will have the opportunity to present a poster.


11. 8th Annual Public & Patient Involvement Summer School
Applicant name: Dr Jonathan Salsberg
Host Institution: University of Limerick
Event date: 15-16 June 2023
Lay summary: Enhancing Public, Patient and Carer involvement (PPI) in health research was identified as a priority area within the HRB's Strategy 2016-2020 and reiterated in the Strategy 2021-2025. This includes a defined commitment to develop and promote PPI within the HRB and HRB-supported projects and programmes, as well as within the community at large.
The University of Limerick, as a lead site in the HRB's PPI Ignite Network, is committed to building capacity within our institution, our extramural partners and the entire National PPI Ignite Network, to foster high quality PPI in health research. The proposed PPI Summer School will provide intensive training and networking opportunities for academic and community stakeholders who wish to build skillsets necessary for engaging in effective PPI research. (NOTE: the proposed summer school is separate from and not funded through the PPI Ignite Network) The 2023 PPI Summer School will take place at UL, June 15-16. We expect between 60-100 participants, including academic researchers, patients, carers, health practitioners and research managers. 
Although this is our 8th annual summer school, we have modified the program, offering a mix of new workshops unavailable in previous years. We therefore expect to attract not only new participants, but return participants looking for new skills. 
The Summer School programme will consist of 3 sessions of 3 parallel workshops (a total of 9 workshop slots). It will also include two plenary sessions and a dilemma café. We also include networking events, such as the participant dinner. 
The primary outcome of this event will be a cohort of PPI-trained individuals from academia and community, well equipped to undertake high quality PPI health research. A summary of the Summer School will be disseminated via the HRB PPI Ignite Network's National Information Hub (https://ppinetwork.ie).

12. Digital Mental Health: A shared vision for research, policy and practice
Name of applicant: Dr Ruth Melia
Host Institution: University of Limerick
Date of event: 25 November 2023
Lay summary: This event will bring together leading researchers, policy makers, mental health professionals, and experts-by experience, to create a shared vision of digital mental health in Ireland. The number of digital mental health solutions is increasing, as the need for accessible mental health services becomes more urgent. It is important in a competitive market, that the advances in this technology are used for the public good. A shared vision and a coherent strategy, are needed to ensure that advances in digital mental health are used to improve the mental health of the people of Ireland. Leading researchers, policy makers, and clinicians will gather together with mental health service users to share their expertise.
The Government of Ireland Digital Mental Health Steering Group, established under Sharing the Vision is tasked with developing the first national digital mental health strategy. As a member of this group, the Lead Applicant, and members of the proposed event committee are well placed to directly impact policy. Leading digital mental health researchers will present their work through oral and poster presentations, lead clinicians and professional body representatives will describe integrating digital technology in mental health services, and experts-by-experience who have co-created digital mental health solutions will share their expertise.
Roundtable discussions targeting research, policy and practice will synthesize expert opinion from across disciplines. The event will directly inform the national digital mental health strategy, support inter-disciplinary collaborations, celebrate successes, and support ongoing stakeholder engagement. This event will provide infrastructural support for the communication and implementation of the strategy. Event outcomes will be shared through the development of a policy brief, short reports in journals spanning the relevant professional bodies, a research publication in the Journal of Medical Internet Research, a short report in national newspapers and via HSE, UL, UoG, UCD, Twitter pages.


13. Connecting Molecular Networks of Cancer to Other Diseases 
Name of applicant: Professor Walter Kolch
Host Institution: University College Dublin
Date of event: 16-18 October 2023
Lay summary: In 2019, the Quantitative Biosciences Institute (QBI) at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) and University College Dublin (UCD) signed a 5-year agreement to i) reinforce the links between scientists in San Francisco and Ireland and ii) broaden their collaborative ability to strengthen scientific research and innovation. The universities are working together to identify opportunities to promote co-operative biosciences research and training activities between the US and Ireland. This began with a series of joint virtual events (2020 – 2022) which have paved the way to a joint workshop in Dublin in October 2023, that will focus on molecular networks of cancer and other diseases. The workshop will include 20 speakers from across Ireland, the QBI and the National Cancer Institute (NCI). The aim is to provide a forum for attendees to talk about their research and explore opportunities for joint research and training activities in the future. To promote US/Ireland collaboration, the organisers have partnered with the nationally funded Precision Oncology Ireland (POI) programme, a consortium of five Irish universities, six cancer charities and ten companies aiming to develop new diagnostics and therapeutics for the personalised treatment of cancer. POI members from the academic, clinical, industry and charity sectors will
participate in a series of lunchtime sessions held over three days at O’Reilly Hall in UCD. The goal is to move beyond what has already been considered in the fields of cancer, metabolism, obesity and inflammation by combining expertise, ideas and tools to push biomedical research forward. There will be a focus on personalised medicine, which is timely given the recent launch of the National Strategy for Accelerating Genetic and Genomic Medicine in Ireland. Representatives from national and European funding agencies in addition to policy makers will be invited to participate in a session focusing on future actions.

14. European Radiation Protection Week (ERPW) 2023
Name of event: Dr Jonathan McNulty
Host Institution: University College Dublin
Date of event: 10-12 October 2023
Lay summary: European Radiation Protection Week (ERPW) is an annual, multidisciplinary, event which brings together experts and addresses current and emerging topics related to radiation protection. Under the Consortium of European Radiation Research Platforms (MEENAS Group), ERPW aims to:
· promote the integration and the efficiency of European research and development in radiation protection to better protect humans (public, patients and workers) and the environment;
· advance scientific excellence in radiation protection;
· maintain and develop European radiation protection research capacity;
· encourage scientific education and training and foster key research infrastructures in the field of radiation protection;
· foster international collaboration, including collaboration with sister organisations and networks, in a nonexclusive manner by open interaction with the wider radiation protection research community and stakeholders (inclusive of patients and the public).
The ERPW meeting series was initiated in 2016 in Oxford (UK) and is supported by key international organisations including, from the MEENAS Group: MELODI (Multidisciplinary European Low Dose Initiative), EURADOS (European Radiation Dosimetry Group), EURAMED (European Alliance for Medical Radiation Protection Research), NERIS (European Platform on Preparedness for Nuclear and Radiological Emergency Response and Recovery), ALLIANCE (European Radioecology Alliance), and SHARE (Social Sciences and Humanities in Ionising Radiation Research); together with expertise from PIANOFORTE (European Partnership for Radiation Protection Research), the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency), the ICRP (International Commission on Radiological Protection), and the WHO (World Health Organization). 
ERPW 2023 is being hosted by University College Dublin, a member of EURAMED, and will have a strong focus on medical applications of ionising radiation and the associated radiation protection of patients, staff, and the public. For ERPW 2023, there will also be a strong focus on outreach and engagement (with patients and the public) linked to medical applications and environmental applications (e.g. radon gas) in radiation protection research.


15. Equity For People Living With A Rare Disease: An International Rare Disease Research Symposium
Name of applicant: Dr Suja Somanadhan
Host Institution: University College Dublin
Date of event: 27 June 2023
Lay summary: Rare disease’ (RD), refers to a collection of conditions whose signs and symptoms are heterogeneous but are grouped together due to individual low incidence rates. While individually rare, RDs are collective in society and are a significant global public health and policy priority. 80% of RDs are genetic and present at birth, affecting an individual's physical, intellectual, and/or emotional development. RDs are chronic, debilitating, and multisystemic conditions.
Specialist expertise is scarce; patients and families face challenges accessing services and addressing day-today care needs, including transition, self-management, and integrated care. As a vulnerable and marginalised population, people living with RD face discrimination, stigma and social-marginalisation at work, school, and leisure. Little is known about the experience of living with an RD from equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) perspective. Health and social inequalities are more prevalent amongst those living with RDs than the general population, yet the RD community lacks diversity and representation. Furthermore, information sharing is poor; the results of an international survey conducted by Eurordis - Rare Disease Europe (2021) survey demonstrated that RD respondents were not well-informed of their rights (70%) or financial support entitlements (73%). 
Research and building partnerships on interdisciplinary RD is a priority of the European Commission (EU, 2023). To date, more than 2.4 billion euro has been invested in over 440 research and innovation projects (EU, 2023). However, RDs interdisciplinary research initiatives are under-resourced, with no consolidated platform to develop a European Partnership on interdisciplinary research in RD. This symposium will collaborate with existing research partnerships such as RAiN (All Ireland Interdisciplinary Rare Disease Research Network), will inspire and empower early career researchers as emerging leaders, build strategic interdisciplinary partnerships across Europe, and promote educational, research and solution-focused intervention experts' lectures whilst facilitating international network and learning in interdisciplinary research collaboration and investments.

16. Digital Surgery- Building a National Ecosystem
Name of applicant: Professor Ronan Cahill
Host Institution: University College Dublin
Date of event: 27 October 2023
Lay summary: Digital surgery represents a significant step into the 21st century for surgical practice by combining technological advances in smart instruments, computer vision, artificial intelligence and cloud computing together with surgical expertise to improve patient outcomes and deliver enhanced healthcare value and outcomes. Despite still being in its infancy, the integration of real time surgical data with new technologies is already beginning to deliver real impact in the way surgeries are performed to cure diseases and represents an area of enormous opportunity for all involved including manufacturing as well as research and development.
This in person national event builds on our previous online (due to pandemic restrictions) conference held in August 2021 which attracted over 100 delegates live with attendees including surgeons, researchers and patients as well as governmental, hospital, industry, regulatory and funding agency representatives. A further in-person conference regarding Digital Surgery focusing on patient and public participants held last year (April 2022 in Croke Park) in conjunction with the Irish Cancer Society hosted over 50 participants. This conference aims to add further momentum in this area for Ireland and to deliver on both Ireland's Research and Innovation Strategy ("Impact 2030") and Project Ireland 2040 as well as the HRB's strategic objections 2021-2025. Specifically this conference will focus on closing the Knowledge Transfer Gap regarding now and near-future technology capabilities for better surgery for cancer and emergency care and include sharing of best practice with leading international experts as well as on-the-ground implementation including data management and safety priorities via exemplar use cases. The conference is timed to coincide with the conclusion of the work programs of the Royal College of Surgeon's Committee on Future Technologies and will have its proceedings published as part of its report to be launched at the RCSI Charter Day Meeting in February 2024.

17. UCD’s 2nd Annual One Health Conference: Tackling Major Public Health Threats in a Post-Covid-19 World
Name of applicant: Dr Gerald Barry
Host Institution: University College Dublin
Date of event: 28 June 2023
Lay summary: One health is a philosophy that acknowledges the interconnectedness of human, animal and environmental health. It recognises that to solve major challenges locally or globally, individuals or even groups of experts in one discipline can not solve them alone. It is recognized by the Irish Government, the European Union, the World Health Organization and all leading public health agencies as being absolutely critical in the fight against major public health threats such as antimicrobial resistance, pandemic preparedness, food security and climate change.
To encourage cross talk between disciplines and an intermingling of ideas, in person gatherings are becoming increasingly important. This proposed conference will be a one day in-person One Health conference in UCD to encourage conversations and a cross-fertilisation of ideas between experts from a range of disciplines such as medicine, veterinary medicine, public health, environmental science and social science.
At the conference, attendees will hear from keynote speakers, and participate in panel discussions focused on the latest research, best practices, and challenges in One Health. Topics will include the impact of environmental factors on human and animal health, infectious disease that can cross from animals to humans, the challenge of bugs (bacteria and viruses) that are increasingly resistant to medications like antibiotics and the importance of partnerships in tackling these challenges. Examples of research funding opportunities that are available will also be highlighted.
Talks and posters will be invited from students, faculty members, government bodies and industry leaders from across the island of Ireland and beyond. Conference outputs will be published on a dedicated webpage and shared across our social media networks. Information will also be shared through UCD Alumni news publications to increase circulation of the key messages from the meeting.

18. Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine-From Research to Practice 
Name of applicant: Dr Karen Mullins
Host Institution: UPMC Sports Medicine
Date of event: 21 October 2023
Lay summary: Increased opportunity for sporting involvement in the population is a welcome development and will lead to a multitude of long-term health benefits across the country. In tandem with greater participation in sport however, is an increased potential for injury. 
The area of orthopaedic and sports medicine is rapidly advancing, yet the research underpinning developments in treatment are not always easily accessible to relevant stakeholders. Implementation of important research findings in practice is often slower than research developments. Research is most often presented at scientific conferences which are not widely attended by those outside the academic community. 
UPMC Sports Medicine is a non-profit health care provider which has opened a number of clinics across Ireland. UPMC Sports Medicine offer a wide variety of treatment to athletes across the county, all of which is underpinned by clinical evidence. The clinic publishes scientific literature regularly in academic journals and present the work at scientific conferences. The aim of this educational seminar is to provide an update on clinical research findings in the area of orthopaedic and sports medicine to those involved with athletes and indicate how these developments in research translate to clinical practice. The target audience for this seminar are health care professionals with an interest in sporting injuries; namely GPs, physiotherapists and health care professionals who work with athletes. The program will also be targeted towards athletes.
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