Definitive Interventions and Feasibility Awards (2018)
Frequently Asked Questions Pre-Application Phase
How do I apply for a HRB Definitive Intervention and Feasibility Award?
All applications must be made using the HRB online Grant E-Management System GEMS.
Applicants are strongly advised to carefully read the Guidance Notes prior to application.
The Lead Applicant must create the application but it can then be jointly completed with the named
co-applicants. Once the Lead Applicant starts the application s/he will be asked to go through a
check list of mandatory Yes/No questions prior to completing the form. In order to continue with the
application the Lead Applicant must satisfy the conditions of this check list.
Submission process using GEMS
Prior to final submission to the HRB, all applications must first be reviewed and approved within
GEMS by the signatory approver at the research office (or equivalent) at the Host Institution (see
Appendix II of Guidance Notes). It is critical therefore that the Lead Applicant leaves sufficient time
in the process for the Research Office (or equivalent) in their nominated Host Institution to review,
seek clarifications and approve applications prior to the final submission date. This may involve
being aware of and complying with any internal Host Institution deadlines for review and approval,
distinct from the HRB deadline.
Does the HRB intend to run this scheme again?
We have planned three rounds of funding this being the second round with a final funding decision
in 2018. The intention is to have another round going live in 2019 with a final funding decision in
2020.
Can applicants submit more than one application in a peer review cycle?
No, only one application per Lead Applicant will be considered in a peer review cycle. However the
lead applicants can be a co-applicant or collaborator in another application provided they have the
time commitment to fulfil both roles should the applications be successful.
Can a Lead Applicant-Researcher in a tenured academic post request a salary?
No, the salary and related costs of academic staff within research institutions (including buy out
from teaching time etc.) will not be funded. If Lead Applicants who are in an academic post request
salary the application will be deemed ineligible.
Can a contract researcher be a Lead Applicant and apply for their own salary?
Yes, a contract researcher acting as Lead Applicant can apply for their salary. A Host Institution
Letter of Support is required for all contract researchers acting as Lead Applicant-.
Can I be Lead Applicant on one application and Co-Applicant on another?
Yes, it is worth bearing in mind however that should both applications reach review Panel stage the
amount of time you are spending on both will be scrutinised so this should be realistic.
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Can a PI submit more than one application (as the lead)?
A PI may not be the lead applicant of multiple applications. Only one application per Lead Applicant
to this scheme will be considered.
Is it permitted to join an international collaboration and operate as the Irish arm of the
collaborative study?
Yes, provided the relevant sections are filled out in the application form and the original protocol for
the study is provided with your full application.
Is it possible to set up collaborations with international sites?
Yes, it is permitted to set up projects with international collaborators. Sufficient justification should
be provided to explain why an international collaborator was chosen instead of a national one. It will
be important to stress the benefits to the Irish health system of using international collaborators.
Can I undertake translational research using samples taken as part of my clinical trial?
No, translational research is not within scope of this call. However, collection of additional samples
for storage and later translational work is permitted and the associated costs for this collection and
storage may be claimed where appropriately described and justified.

Co-Applicants and Collaborators
Can a Co-Applicant receive payment for their role in the project?
Co-Applicants who are contract researchers may receive a salary. A Host Institution Letter of Support
is required for co-applicants who are contract researchers and are applying for their own salary.
Please note the HRB does not fund the salary and related costs of academic staff within research
institutions (including buy out from teaching time etc.)
A Co-Applicant may also receive funding for items such as running costs and personnel.
Does a Co-Applicant’s contract have to cover the duration of the award?
There are no requirements for the duration of a Co-Applicant’s contract. However, where a CoApplicant is applying for salary their contract must cover the duration of the award or the Host
Institution must be willing to issue/extend a contract should the award be successful; this should be
contained in the Co-Applicants letter of support.
How many Co-Applicants can I have?
The maximum number of co-applicants allowed is 5.
Do Co-Applicants need to have support letters?
Host Institution letters of support are only required where Co-Applicants are contract researchers
applying for their own salary.
Can a Co-applicant/Collaborator be from outside Ireland?
Yes, Co-applicants/Collaborators from outside Ireland are welcome where the nature of the research
renders this necessary and is appropriately justified.
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Will the HRB pay for visits from or to Co-applicants/Collaborators?
Yes, visits to or from Co-Applicants/Collaborators where justified may be included under running
costs.
Is a Collaborator agreement form needed?
At full application stage a Collaborator agreement form must be signed by each Collaborator and
uploaded with your application.
Can a Collaborator be from private enterprise?
Yes, a collaborator may be from private enterprise. Applications from a private enterprise are
encouraged where they add value to the project for example in terms of access to expertise,
technologies or reagents. The HRB does not have the capacity to broker these arrangements. The
terms of the collaboration should be determined early and relevant agreements must be in place by
the onset of the project. Consideration should be given to issues such as relative responsibilities,
governance arrangements, intellectual property rights, reporting and access to data and samples.
Can a Collaborator receive payment for their role in the project?
Yes, collaborators are eligible to receive funding from the award when properly detailed and justified
in the application.

Submission and Host Institution Signatory
What documents should be uploaded with my application form?
Supporting Documentation is not required at pre-application stage.
Do I need to contact the Dean of Research to sign off on my application?
As part of the online application process you will be asked to select the Dean of Research or
equivalent person authorised to endorse research grant applications for your Host Institution. Their
approval is necessary to allow the application to be submitted to the HRB. Please note that as part of
the online system the Host Institutions will approve and submit each application on behalf of the
applicant.
When the application is submitted for approval online, emails are sent to the selected signatory
informing them that their approval is requested. If a signatory rejects the application the Lead
Applicant will be notified, along with any feedback the signatory has supplied. The application can
then be amended and re-submitted; it will be returned to the signatory who made the rejection and
continues through the approval process as before.
When signatories approve the application it will be sent automatically to the HRB to be considered
for funding, a grant application number will be assigned to the application and a confirmation email
will be sent to the Lead Applicant.
How will I know that my application has been successfully submitted?
Once the HI endorses your application it will be sent automatically to the HRB to be considered for
funding, a grant application number will be assigned to the application and you will receive a
confirmation email.
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I have submitted my application but have just realised I have amendments to make; can I amend
the application?
No, once you have submitted your application, you cannot edit or retract it.

HRB Webinar
Will there be a webinar for this call?
The HRB are planning to run a webinar. Details will be announced shortly.
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