
Access COVID-19 Data for Research  

RECHRCDC RDGB CSOResearcher

Health 
Research 
Consent 

Declaration 
Committee

Institutional  
Research  

Ethics  
Committee

Research Data  
Governance Board

Central Statistics  
Office

Review eligibility criteria

End No

Yes

Application 
received and  

acknowledged  
by Secretariat

Application not 
progressed

CSO Registration  
of Organisation
CSO Approval  
of Researcher

CSO Public Interest
Placeholder for  

CSO training

Application validated and 
scheduled by Secretariat

Submit application  
to REC

Review by REC

Decision by REC

Communicate  
decision of REC

Review by  
HRCDC

Decision by  
HRCDC

Communicate  
decision of  

HRCDC

Prepare response and 
feedback for review

Review by RDGB

Researcher 
Informed

CSO Final Approval
CSO Agreement on 

Access
CSO RMF training

CSO Declaration of 
Secrecy

Appointment as  
Officer of Statisics

Feedback on  
research activities

Collate report 
of COVID-19 

Data Hub

*Application to 
HRCDC shown in 
parallel process 
but submission 
could come after 
RDGB decision

If RDGB, REC, HRCDC successful:
1.  acknowledge with researcher
2.  refer to CSO process 

Unsuccessful

Start

Inform researcher  
of timelines

Communicate  
decision of RDGB 

Ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

Pr
oc

es
s

Ac
tiv

e 
Re

se
ar

ch
 U

se

Record feedback on process 
and acknowledge with  

researcher

Approved Y/N

Within 
scope?

Refer to 
CSO?

Yes

No

NoEnd

Yes

CSO review and  
advice given

Within CSO 
scope?

Inform researcher

Submit application  
to HRCDC*

Queries to 
researcher?Yes

No

RDGB  
decision

Successful

End

End

Submit application  
to RDGB

Responses from  
REC and HRCDC

Version 1.1

Contact the CSO 
Researcher Liaison to 
discuss your project 
and data specifics


